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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29 or  
  Ps 104; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-
  7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

         
December 25, 2009 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DONATION 
$18,550.45 

 
Please use the special red-bordered envelopes for 
your gift if you do not have parish envelopes.  
Thanks. We need your weekly help to keep St. 
Theresa strong and vibrant. As you can see our 
Christmas collection was about 25% less than 2008 so 
we need everyone’s help to remain strong.  
Remember your parish and school as you make your 
year-end financial decisions.  
 

Mary Manitto   
John Dulin  
Sara Malatin 
Emily Vella  
Bill Byrne  
Norma Natividad    
Gisele Bolduc  
Anthonette Mannino   
Brittney Carrero  
Kenneth Kelley  
Connie Villamar    
Margarita Magnabitton   
Grace Roque  
Micki Stowe  
Dyanna Mc Call  
Charles Flogge 
Margaret Flogge Chiarucci 
Robert Felcoski  
Nancy Jo Walter 
David Johnson   
Karyna Valtierra  
Jasmin Martinez 
Karyna Valtierra  
Gilbert Munoz  
Gertrude LaFia  
Meg Burleigh 
Stephanie Malatin  
Agnes Kandel    
Lugarda Reyes  
Fr. Max J. Frego  
Tom Smith 
Keira Ibarra (child)  
Audrey & Cy Weinandy  
Ella Loughridge  
James Edwards 
Gabriella Jasso (Baby)  
Pete Herrera 
Linda Mc Manaman  
Elise Heslen  
Bill Gulley 

Bonni Quinn  
D’Ambra Cabudol  
Richard Broadie  
Josie Tumolo  
Bette Henritze 
Bill Baird  
Ramon Guilles  
Lupe Guilin  
Lisa Iwohn  
James White    
Ernesto Castillo 
Maria De La Luz   
Lillian Norcia  
Angelita Batoon  
Gail Hoffman 
Artie Sesma  
James Beal 
Morris Harris  
Vera Perez 
Pushpa Makker  
Marcos Yunen  
Adrian Booth Brian  
Al Flogge  
Hania Gleeson  
Fred Carrick  
Keira Ibarra (3 years old)  
José Sapnu  
Celia Martinez  
Jill Canales 
Richard Bernd  
Karissa Mc Ginness  
Norma(Twinkle)Underwood 
Bertha Ortiz  
     All ask for your prayers. 
Please notify the parish  
office of those ill, at home, 
or in the hospital.  
     If you need an Anointing 
of the Sick, please call the 
parish office at 323-2669.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AT HOME OR 
IN THE HOSPITAL 

Lectors Needed 
 

Would you like to serve your  
parish by proclaiming God’s Word 
to us all? We will train you.  

          Please call the parish office at 760-323-2669.  

MAGNIFICAT SPECIAL EVENT  
Everyone is invited to a Magnificat Special Event on 
Thursday, January 14th at St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
La Quinta. Guest speaker will be Sr. Briege McKenna, 
author of “Miracles Do Happen”. Miraculously healed of 
crippling rheumatoid arthritis at 24 years of age, Sister 
Briege has been involved in a worldwide ministry to 
priests for over 25 years. Come enjoy her charming Irish 
wit as she shares highlights of her personal testimony and 
her love of the Eucharist! Call 760-772-8768.  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Epiphany of the Lord;  
  National Migration Week 
Monday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Tuesday: St. John Neumann 
Wednesday: Blessed André Bessette 
Thursday: St. Raymond of Peñafort; 
  Julian Calendar Christmas 
 
 
 



A Message from our Pastor, Monsignor Philip Behan  
   

‘Into the Woods’  
 

 In the Broadway musical Into the Woods, 
composer Stephen Sondheim and playwright James 
Lapine recast the familiar stories of Jack in the 
Beanstalk, Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, Ra-
punzel, and an original tale about a baker and his 
wife who are childless. In the  beginning of the 
story, all of the characters express their wishes for 
happiness: a handsome prince, a warm home and 
enough to eat, a child to love. But in order to real-
ize those dreams, the characters have to travel “into 
the woods” to confront the wolves and witches and 
giants and charlatans that thwart their dreams.  
 In their journeys through the woods, the 
characters discover that life is not a fairy tale; some 
characters die; others see their fairy tale lives disin-
tegrate. No one is particularly happy. They dis-
cover that the line between dreams and nightmares 
is a fine one. They realize that the real monsters we 
must defeat are selfishness and greed, that the most 
potent spells we have to break are fear and self-
deception.  
 The “woods” is a dangerous place, the com-
pany learns, but the way of happiness is marked by 
humility and generosity. As one of the characters 

sings at the end, wishes come true - not free.  
 The Epiphany Gospel recounts a similar 
journey: like the fairy tale characters seeking  
“happily ever after” in their trek ‘Into the Woods,’ 
the magi set out to find the Messiah-King the world 
longed for. Every human life is a journey: in our 
journeys through the time God has givens us, we 
seek signs of God in our midst; we seek happiness 
that is authentic and real. In the end, we come to 
realize that it is love in all its joy and sorrow, in all 
its demands and gifts, that make us real and whole 
human beings. In encountering the Christ, the magi 
behold the love of God in their midst (a love that 
the self-absorbed Herod cannot see); in taking on 
the monsters and witches within themselves, Cin-
derella and Jack and company conquer the dangers 
of the “woods” and begin to live lives of true hap-
piness and meaning. May our encounter with 
Christ - in the Sunday gospels of this New Year, in 
our everyday lives of both struggle and grace be a 
constant epiphany of re-creating and transforming 
our lives in the love of Emmanuel, “God with us.”  

 
A Blessed and Happy New Year to all as  

we journey into the woods of 2010.  
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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON (1774-1821) 
January 4 
 Though her liturgical designation is “religious,” Eliza-
beth Seton, her feast-day prayer reminds us, was also “wife, 
mother, educator, foundress.” Born into a wealthy Episcopalian 
family, Elizabeth married William Seton, whose untimely 
death in Italy where the young family sought healing for Wil-
liam’s tuberculosis, left her, at twenty-nine, a widow with five 
children. Inspired by the faith and charity of the Italian family 
with whom they stayed, Elizabeth embraced Catholicism de-
spite her family’s disowning her and ceasing financial support. 
This woman of many firsts (and several vocations!) opened the 
first free Catholic school, beginning the American Catholic 
educational system, and founded the first American religious 
community for women, the Sisters of Charity. The tuberculosis 
that claimed her husband took also her oldest and youngest 
daughters and, finally, at just forty-seven, Elizabeth herself. 
Another first: in 1975 she was canonized the first native-born 
American saint. Once asked to summarize her spirituality, she 
replied: “Faith lifts the staggering soul on one side, hope sup-
ports it on the other, experience says it must be, and love says 
let it be!” 
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
RISE UP IN SPLENDOR 
 This great feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
opens with these words: “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! 
Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon 
you” (Isaiah 60:1). That reading goes on to describe a 
world covered with darkness. Even in that world, the 
prophet announces that the glory of the Lord will shine 
on Jerusalem. Many would agree that our world is cov-
ered with darkness—the darkness that war, terrorism, and 
famine bring. Today we announce that even in today’s 
world, the Lord can scatter that darkness, if only we 
would welcome Epiphany’s light. As we remember the 
visit of the magi to the manger, let us pray that one day 
our weary world will rise up in splendor—the splendor of 
peace and justice. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Adoration Chapel 

Elizabeth Raynes-328-0917 
Altar Servers  

Parish Office –  323-2669   
Altar Society 

Elizabeth Raynes—323-2669    
Baptism Preparation 

Parish Office – 323-2669 
Choir and Music  

Tammy Hubler – 323-2669  
Environment Committee 

Charles Brown  - 202-0910  
Eucharistic Ministers 

Parish Office – 323-2669  
Food Bank  

Parish Office– 323-2669 
Filipino Community  

Josephine Imus—333-2887 
Hospitality 

Parish Office—323-2669 
Hug-a-Baby 

Sally Sauter—324-1319  
Knights of Columbus 

Jack Sauter—324-1319  
Lectors 

Ted Grofer— 325-3636   
Marriage Preparation  

Parish Office – 323-2669  
 
 

Ministry to the Sick and  
Parish Prayer Group  

Mary Fran Peterson – 323-2669   
Pro-Life Ministry   

Rae Wenzel —416-9086 
RCIA  

Parish Office – 323-2669   
Religious Education 
and Youth Ministry 
English & Español   

Cathie Knox – 323-4351 
Jackie Macias—323-4351 

Email-Reled.sttheresa.ps@ 
sbdiocese .org  

Secular Franciscans (SFO)  
Dave Hatcher—285-9591  

  Spanish Prayer Group 
Grupo de Oración  

Carlos Trinidad—831-7773 
Spiritual Direction  

Gertrude La Fia –323-2669 
Ushers 

Jack Sauter – 324-1319 
 

Parish Website: 
sttheresaps.com   

 
Parish Email Address: 

parishoffice.sttheresa.ps@ 
sbdiocese.org  

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 
Happy New Year! Mrs. Corey, the faculty and staff 
of St. Theresa School wish to extend wishes of a 
holy New Year to all the parishioners of St. Theresa 
parish. Thank you for your continued support of our 
students.  
 
Minimum day: Friday, January 8, 2010 is a mini-
mum day. School will be dismissed at 12:00 Noon. 
Extended care will be available until 6:00 pm. 
Lunches will not be served.  
 

ADORATION CHAPEL 
We will resume our regular hours staring  

January 8th.  

In Loving Memory of  
Henry Osborne Arthur 

The family of Henry wishes to thank everyone for  
their prayers and condolences  

Please keep Judy and her family in your prayers at 
this difficult time.  

LITTLE MINUTES 
Little drops of water, 
little grains of sand, 
make the mighty ocean 
and the pleasant land; 
so the little minutes, 
humble though they be, 
make the mighty ages 
of eternity. 
—Julia A. Fletcher Carney 
 
 
 
 
 

KINGLY GIFTS  
 This day in many parts of the world is called 
Three Kings Day because of today’s Gospel reading 
about the visit of the three kings or magi to see the child 
Jesus. The church’s name for the day, Epiphany, is based 
on a Greek word that means “to reveal” or “make visi-
ble.” Here, the child Jesus is honored not by his own peo-
ple—and certainly not King Herod—but by strangers 
from afar. Only Matthew’s Gospel tells their story. There 
are not many details about the magi, but pious legends 
have built up around them over the centuries. A modern 
version is the operetta Amahl and the Night Visitors, 
which used to be seen on television at this time of year. 
The Jewish hope for centuries had been that a Messiah, 
God’s Anointed One, would be sent to the Jewish people 
to save them from their sins and deliver them from their 
enemies. But here we see that God reveals the Son not 
just to the Jews but to the Gentiles, people like us who 
are also seeking a Savior, one whom they recognize with 
joy. We have expected the Savior all through Advent; we 
have celebrated the wonderful gift of his birth during 
Christmas; and now, in this new calendar year, what gifts 
will we present to him in return? New Year’s resolutions 
often include a decision to work off all those the extra 
pounds that we have gained from all our feasting and 
celebrating. That is all well and good as far as it goes, but 
why not resolve to do something extra for those you love 
and something more for the community in which you 
live? Show the love of God that is at work in your heart, 
or as Saint Francis of Assisi is thought to have said, 
“Preach the gospel at all times. When necessary, use 
words.”  
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REGALOS REALES 
 El nombre que la Iglesia le da a este día, Epifanía, significa “revelación” o “hacer visible”. Al Niño Jesús no lo honró su 
propia gente, sino unos magos extranjeros que venían de tierras lejanas. Sólo el Evangelio de san Mateo nos cuenta la historia y las 
piadosas leyendas han añadido detalles en el correr de los siglos. Los judíos esperaban a un Mesías, el Ungido de Dios, para que los 
librara del pecado y de sus enemigos.  No obstante, vemos en este relato que Dios se revela a los paganos, personas como nosotros 
que buscan un Salvador.  Estuvimos esperando a Jesús durante el Adviento, celebramos su nacimiento en la Navidad, y en este año 
nuevo, ¿con qué regalos le corresponderemos? Las resoluciones incluyen a menudo hacer ejercicio físico para perder esas libras que 
ganamos con tanta celebración. Muy santo y muy bueno pero, ¿por qué no hacer algo extra por esas personas que amas y por tu 
comunidad? Demuestra el amor de Dios que mueve tu corazón o, como dicen que dijo san Francisco de Asís: “Predica el evangelio 
siempre y, cuando sea necesario, usa las palabras”.  
 
 
REGALOS REALES  
 En muchas partes del mundo el día de hoy se conoce como la fiesta de los Reyes Magos pues, como nos dice el evangelio 
de hoy, los reyes o magos vinieron a ver al Niño Jesús. El nombre que la Iglesia le da a este día, la Epifanía, proviene de una palabra 
griega que significa “revelación” o “hacer visible”. En este relato escuchamos que quienes honraron al Niño Jesús no fue su propia 
gente—y ciertamente no el rey Herodes—sino extranjeros lejanos. El Evangelio de san Mateo nos cuenta su historia. No existen 
muchos detalles acerca de los magos, pero sí muchas leyendas piadosas por el correr de los siglos.  Una versión moderna es la op-
ereta  Amahl y los Visitantes Nocturnos, que antes la ponían por televisión durante este tiempo del año. La esperanza de los judíos 
por siglos era que el Mesías, el Ungido de Dios, sería enviado al pueblo judío para salvarlo de sus pecados y librarlos de sus enemi-
gos. Pero aquí vemos que Dios revela a su Hijo no sólo a los judíos sino también a los paganos, personas como nosotros que buscan 
al Salvador y que se alegran al reconocerlo. Estuvimos esperando al Salvador durante todo el Adviento, hemos celebrado el maravil-
loso regalo de su nacimiento en la Navidad y ahora, en este nuevo año civil, ¿con qué regalos corresponderemos?  Las resoluciones 
de Año Nuevo incluyen a menudo hacer ejercicio físico para rebajar esas libras extras que ganamos durante las festividades y cele-
braciones. Todo eso es muy santo y muy bueno pero, ¿por qué no tomar la resolución de hacer algo extra por las personas que ama-
mos y por la comunidad en que vivimos? Demuestra el amor de Dios que mueve tu corazón o, como dicen que dijo san Francisco de 
Asís: “Predica el evangelio siempre y, cuando sea necesario, usa las palabras”.  
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

Noticias Del Ministerio Hispano   

SANTA ELIZABETH SETON (1774-1821) 
4 de enero 
 Elizabeth nació en una familia anglicana donde 
aprendió a amar a Dios y a la Sagrada Escritura. Contrajo 
matrimonio a los 19 años con William Seton y ambos 
engendraron cinco hijos. Debido a la economía y la salud 
de su marido, emigró a Italia y posteriormente sufrió la 
muerte de su esposo. Gracias al testimonio y ayuda de 
una familia católica, expresó su deseo de hacerse católica 
y, finalmente, en 1805 profesó la plena comunión con la 
Iglesia. Como hija de catedrático llegó a ser una mujer de 
amplísima educación e ingenio y fundó una escuela para 
educar a los niños y mantener a su familia. Unos años 
después, junto con otras tres compañeras fundaron otra 
escuela en Baltimore, naciendo así la primera comunidad 
religiosa de mujeres fundada en los Estados Unidos: Her-
manas de la Caridad de San José. Gracias a su visión y al 
carisma de sus hermanas, crearon las escuelas parroquia-
les en los Estados Unidos, influenciando el crecimiento 
del catolicismo y por supuesto, la educación católica. Fue 
la primera mujer estadounidense en ser canonizada. 
—Miguel Arias, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes:  1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Martes:  1 Jn 4:7-10; Mc 6:34-44 
Miércoles: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mc 6:45-52 
Jueves:  1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Lc 4:14-22a 
Viernes: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lc 5:12-16 
Sábado:  1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30 
Domingo: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 o Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Sal 29  
  (28) o Sal 104 (103); Hch 10:34-38 o  
  Tit 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Lc 3:15-16, 21-22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


